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Re: Biofuels Statutory Review
Wilmar is one of three major BioEthanol producers in Australia and one of two in Queensland. We have been
producing BioEthanol in Australia for 92 years.
Two thirds of our annual production goes to motor fuel (40 million litres). The remainder goes to industrial and
medical use.
Our feedstock is molasses derived from production of raw sugar at our Queensland mills. As one of the coproducts of a vitally important regional agribusiness generating $1 billion in economic activity annually and
employing more than 2,000 people, our BioEthanol has social, economic and environmental value to Australia.
We are proud to be an Australian leader in renewable energy, bio-industry and sustainable agriculture. We
support the New South Wales and Queensland biofuel mandates, but share the concern of other Australian
BioEthanol producers that both mandates have not been effectively enforced, and therefore both have failed
to yet meet their principal stated objectives.
It is not overstating the situation to say that the future of biofuels in Australia could well be decided by the
outcome of these NSW and Queensland mandates.
The Federal Government has so far resisted calls for a national biofuel policy (and mandate) choosing not to
follow the United States of America, Brazil and leading nations in Europe and Asia. Earlier this year, under
pressure from the petroleum industry, Canberra conceded defeat on near term implementation of National Fuel
Standards mirroring those applied widely already in the USA, Europe and Asia. Continuing procrastination
leaves Australia lagging in development of a strong domestic biofuels industry, vulnerable to risks attached to
global crude oil supply, and exposed to unnecessary and harmful levels of tailpipe emissions.
Therefore, the Biofuels Statutory Review has significance not only for BioEthanol producers in NSW, but also
for all existing Australian producers and prospective producers.
The scientific, economic and geostrategic evidence underlines the importance for Australia in capitalising on
its considerable biofuel potential. We have feedstock, infrastructure and expertise as well as three established
BioEthanol producers. Yet, we have the remarkable situation of BioEthanol production currently exceeding
market demand.
The New South Wales experience during 11 years of mandate, and Queensland’s learnings from two mandates
tells a consistent story – the Australian biofuels market needs pump priming.

